December 25, 2011 10:00am

Christmas Day Service of Word and Sacrament
Monroe Congregational Church is an Open and Affirming congregation.
We hope you will feel at home here. No matter who you are or where you are
on life’s journey, we welcome you in Christ’s name.
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Gathering Music Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow!
Ed Burke, guitar and vocals
Words of Welcome
Lighting of the Candles How Brightly Shines the Morning Star
Cynthia Robinson, soprano
Call to Worship
Leader: Sing to our God a new song; sing to our God all the earth.
People: Glory to God in the highest heaven, peace on earth to all!
Leader: The heavens are telling the glory of God, let the earth rejoice,
let trees of the forest sing for joy!
People: Glory to God in the highest heaven, peace on earth to all!

*Hymn Joy To the World! # 132
*Prayer of Preparation
*UCC Statement of Faith Reading #885 in hymnal

Call to Confession, Silent Prayer, Words of Assurance
*Response to God’s Grace (from Angels We Have heard on High)
Gloria in excelsis Deo
Gloria in excelsis Deo
*Passing of the Peace
Children’s Message
Morning Prayers — Pastoral, Silent, Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.
Time for Giving
Offertory Alleluia!
Suzanne Powers, Ann Wallis, Janie Allen, David Walker
*Doxology and Presentation
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow
Praise Christ, the Word in flesh, born low
Praise Holy Spirit, evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen!
*Prayer of Dedication

Scripture Hebrews 1:1-4, page 1089
Communion Meditation A Gift Too Large Rev. Jennifer Gingras
Sacrament of Holy Communion

Communion Hymn Born in the Night, Mary’s Child # 152

Communion Prayer



Sharing the Bread and Cup
Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give thanks, Almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by
granting us the presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our
love for one another, and send us into the world in courage and peace,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
*Hymn of Parting Adeste Fideles (verses 1 & 4) # 135
*Benediction
*Parting Music  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (Hymn # 144, verse 1)

*Please stand if you are able.

Welcome to all those visiting with us this today, especially returning
students, young adults, old friends, family members and travelers.

On New Year’s Day, there will be one worship service at 10:00am.

If you have shared Christmas poinsettias this morning, please take yours home
and thank you!

Providing leadership this morning:
Trustee of the Day: Mark Barnhart
Deacon of the Day: David Kingsbury
Lay Reader: Susie Cuseo

The flowers today are given by the Gingras family in celebration of the
Incarnation and in gratitude for this faith community.
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Monroe Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
"That they may all be one.”

Church Address: 34 Church Street
Monroe, CT 06468

Church Phone: (203) 268-9327

Church Website: http://mcc-ucc.org

Ministers Each Member of the Congregation
Interim Senior Pastor Reverend John Collins

Associate Pastor Reverend Jennifer M. Gingras
Music Director William Duchon

Administrative Assistant Melissa Rosenberg


http://mcc-ucc.org/

